
 PLAYGROUND SAFETY SUGGESTIONS       
 

SUGGESTED PLAYGROUND 
MAINTENANCE CHECKLIST 

SUGGESTED PLAYGROUND 
LEADER’S CHECKLIST 

SUGGESTED PLAYGROUND 
PLANNER AND INSTALLER CHECKLIST 

INSPECTIONS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED ON A FREQUENT, 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED BASIS.  FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF 
THE DANGER POINTS THAT SHOULD BE CHECKED ON EACH 
HOUR. 
 
VISIBLE CRACKS, BENDING, WARPING, RUSTING, OR 
BREAKAGE OF ANY COMPONENT. 
 
DEFORMATION OF OPEN HOOKS, SHACKLES, RINGS, LINKS, 
ETC. 
 
WORN SWING HANGERS AND CHAINS. 
 
MISSING, DAMAGED, OR LOOSE SWING SEATS; HEAVY SEATS 
WITH SHARP EDGES OR CORNERS. 
 
BROKEN SUPPORTS/ANCHORS OR BRACES. 
 
FOOTINGS EXPOSED, CRACKED, LOOSE IN GROUND. 
 
ACCESSIBLE SHARP EDGES OR POINTS. 
 
EXPOSED ENDS OF TUBING THAT SHOULD BE COVERED ANY 
PLUGS OR CAPS. 
 
PROTRUDING BOLT ENDS THAT DO NOT HAVE SMOOTH 
FINISHED CAPS AND COVERS. 
 
LOOSE BOLTS, NUTS, ETC. 
 
SPLINTERED, CRACKED OR OTHERWISE DETERIORATED 
WOOD. 
LACK OF LUBRICATION ON MOVING PARTS. 
 
WORN BEARINGS. 
 
BROKEN OR MISSING RAILS, STEPS, RUNGS, SEATS. 
 
SURFACING MATERIAL WORN OR SCATTERED (IN LANDING 
PITS, ETC.) 
 
HARD SURFACES, ESPECIALLY UNDER SWINGS, SLIDES, ETC. 
 
CHIPPED OR PEELING PAINT. 
 
VANDALISM (BROKEN GLASS, TRASH, ETC.)  
 
PINCH OR CRUSH PINTS (EXPOSED MECHANISMS, JUNCTURES 
OF MOVING COMPONENTS, E.G. AXIS OF SEESAW). 
 
TRIPPING HAZARDS SUCH AS ROOTS, ROCKS OR OTHER 
ENVIRONMENTAL OBSTACLES. 
 
 

POOR DRAINAGE AREAS. 
 
CHECK FOR RUST ON EQUIPMENT. 
 
PREPARE WRITTEN GUIDELINES FOR PLAYGROUND OPERATION, 
DEFINING GOALS AND PROCEDURES. 
 
INSIST ON FIRST AID AND ACCIDENT TRAINING FOR 
PLAYGROUND LEADERS. 
 
PROVIDE FOR CONSTANT SUPERVISION, BY ESTABLISHING A 
WRITTEN SCHEDULE. 
 
INSTRUCT CHILDREN AND PLAYGROUND SUPERVISORS ON 
HOW TO USE EQUIPMENT.  (PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT SAFETY 
SHOULD BE TAUGHT IN THE CLASSROOM.)  
 
CONDUCT DAILY CLEANING AND CHECK FOR BROKEN GLASS 
AND OTHER LITTER. 
 
DO NOT PERMIT CHILDREN TO USE WET OR DAMAGED 
EQUIPMENT. 
 
DO NOT PERMIT TOO MANY CHILDREN ON THE SAME PLACE OF 
EQUIPMENT AT THE SAME TIME; SUGGEST THAT CHILDREN 
TAKE TURNS, OR DIRECT THEIR ATTENTION TOWARD OTHER 
EQUIPMENT OR ACTIVITIES. 
 
CONSTANTLY OBSERVE PLAY PATTERN TO NOTE POSSIBLE 
HAZARDS AND SUGGEST APPROPRIATE EQUIPMENT OR USAGE 
CHANGES. 
 
MAKE PERIODIC CHECKUPS, AND REQUEST THAT WORN OR 
DAMAGED PIECES OF EQUIPMENT BE REPLACED. 
 
PREPARE WRITTEN ACCIDENT REPORTS WITH SPECIAL 
ATTENTION TO SURFACE CONDITIONS, TYPE AND EXTENT OF 
INJURY, AGE AND SEX OF CHILD, HOW THE ACCIDENT 
OCCURRED, AND WEATHER CONDITIONS. 
CHECK CORNERS OF EQUIPMENT, FORTS, AND TIRES FOR 
BEEHIVES. 
CHECK AREAS WHERE WATER COULD POOL UP AND BECOME 
HAZARDOUS TO CHILDREN 
 
SEPARATION OF EQUIPMENT FOR DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS. 
 
PLACEMENT OF SWING(S) OR SWING SETS AWAY FROM OTHER 
ACTIVITIES OR EQUIPMENT. 
 
ADEQUATE SPACE FOR CHILDREN TO EXIT EQUIPMENT SUCH AS 
SLIDES OR MERRY-GO-ROUNDS. 
 

LAYOUT DESIGNED TO PROMOTE A SAFE FLOW OF TRAFFIC 
BETWEEN AREAS. 
 
FENCING OR OTHER BARRIERS TO SEPARATE THE 
PLAYGROUND FROM ADJACENT STREETS. 
 
CLEARLY MARKED "DANGER ZONES (E.G. THOSE AREAS 
COVERED BY SWINGING SEATS FROM SWING SETS AND AREAS 
IN FRONT OF SLIDING BOARDS). 
 
NO EQUIPMENT INSTALLED OVER HARD SURFACES SUCH AS 
GRASS, DIRT, CONCRETE OR ASPHALT. 
 
ACCESSIBLE COMPONENTS OF EQUIPMENT ADJACENT TO 
SLIDING SURFACES SHAPED SO THAT A CHILD'S CLOTHING 
CANNOT BE CAUGHT AS THE CHILD USES THE SLIDES. 
 
NO COMPONENT OR GROUP OF COMPONENTS FORMING 
ANGLES OR OPENINGS THAT COULD TRAP A CHILD'S HEAD OR 
ANY PART OF A CHILD'S BODY 
 
 PROTECTIVE BARRIERS ON SURFACES WHICH ARE ELEVATED 
MORE THAN 30 INCHES FROM AN UNDERLYING SURFACE, 
ASSURING THAT THE BARRIERS DO NOT CREATE ANOTHER 
HAZARD (I.E., HORIZONTAL CROSS PIECES ON WHICH CHILDREN 
CAN CLIMB). 
 
HAND GRIPPING COMPONENTS OF SIZE AND SHAPE TO MAKE 
THEM EASY FOR A CHILD TO GRASP. 
 
CLIMBING AND GRIPPING SURFACES WHICH ARE SLIP 
RESISTANT UNDER BOTH WET AND DRY CONDITIONS. 
 
EXPLANATION SIGNS WHERE NEEDED, E.G., IN COLOR CODED 
AREAS. 
 
A MAIL BOX PLACED IN AN OUTDOOR PLAY AREA COULD BE 
USED FOR THE STORAGE OF A BOX OF TISSUES AND SMALL 
BAG FOR TRASH, GLOVES, WIPES, BAND-AIDS. 
 
USING TIRES AROUND SWINGS MAKES A VISUAL BARRIER TO 
PREVENT CHILDREN OR TODDLERS FROM WALKING INTO 
SWING, OR AT LEAST SLOW THEM DOWN.  IT ALSO GIVES THEM 
A PLACE TO WAIT. 
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