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This policy describes the Division’s practices around reunification.

Required Practices
Any deviations to the following information must be documented with Supervisory Approval.
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When the Division determines that reunification (see policy 1625 Permanency Planning) is
in the best interest of a child, there must be consideration of how to manage risk and
support the family through the reunification process.

Recommendations for reunification will be made through a court report/legal pleading and
the proposed court orders and will indicate that custody shall return to the
parent(s)/guardian(s), with the Division retaining legal supervision.

Upon receiving an order from the Court that reunification is to occur, the CPSW/JPPO will:

A. Notify the Fiscal Specialist Unit (FSU) of the Court’s decision that day and provide a
copy of the court order as soon as possible;

B. Notify the school district(s) to develop a School Transition Plan; and
C.  Document the reunification in the DCYF electronic information system.

The FSU will ensure all appropriate fiscal information is entered into the DCYF electronic
information system and seek additional information from the CPSW/JPPO as necessary.

The family must be provided post-reunification services as appropriate to support
reunification and address all risk factors for the child and family.

Any change in custody post-reunification must be:
A.  Made through the court or parole board;

B.  Promptly reported to the FSU;



https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=granuleid:USC-prelim-title42-section675&num=0&edition=prelim
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=42911f0efed9788277a81f9b57405a11&mc=true&node=se45.5.1356_121&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=42911f0efed9788277a81f9b57405a11&mc=true&node=se45.5.1356_121&rgn=div8
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/169-B/169-B-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XII-169-C.htm%20%20CPS
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/169-D/169-D-mrg.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/170-G/170-G-mrg.htm

C. Reported to the appropriate school district(s) for the purpose of educational
planning in accordance with policy 1666 Educational Planning for Children/Youth in

Placement; and

D.  Documented in the DCYF electronic information system.

VII. A return to care shall be considered a re-entry.

VIII. DCYF will not immediately close a case upon reunification unless the Court order or

statutory regulation dictates.
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