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CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS PROGRAM - FACT SHEET 

 
 

WHAT IS THE CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS PROGRAM? 
 
 The Catastrophic Illness Program (CIP) is a state funded program designed to provide 
financial assistance to individuals requiring extensive medical treatment for specific medical 
conditions. All inquiries to the program or applications for assistance should be directed to 
the Program Coordinator. 
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE CATASTROPHIC ILLNESS 
PROGRAM? 

 
 Individuals with cancer, hemophilia, end stage renal disease, cystic fibrosis, spinal cord 

injuries, and multiple sclerosis requiring extensive medical treatment and who are in need of 
financial assistance may apply to the program.  Available assistance is limited to $2,500.00 
per client per fiscal year, (July 1 through June 30), based on income and resources. 
Assistance from Catastrophic Illness Program does not constitute or guarantee an 
entitlement and is contingent upon available funds. 
 
HOW DOES AN INDIVIDUAL APPLY TO THE PROGRAM? 

 
 Any individual or agency can request an Application from the CIP office by stating 
the name and condition of the individual in need of assistance.  Applications will be mailed 
and should be completed and returned along with income verification.  An Application 
Update must be completed on an annual basis. 
 

ONCE A DETERMINATION HAS BEEN MADE: 
 
 The applicant will be notified, in writing, as to his/her acceptance or denial to the 
program.  Normally, if the applicant is accepted, the CIP office will request direct billing 
from the medical provider and will, in turn, make payment to the provider, subject to the 
availability of funds.  If the applicant is denied services, the application is kept on file should 
he/she become eligible in the future. 
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