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POWER OUTAGE 
ARE YOU PREPARED? 

 
Should a power outage occur due to the ice storm the following should provide some 
guidance regarding vaccine storage. 
 
Most refrigerated vaccines are relatively stable at elevated temperatures up to 25 degrees 
C (77 degrees F) for limited periods of time. The vaccines of most concern are MMR and 
Varivax, which are sensitive to elevated temperatures.  MMR will retain potency at 
temperatures up to 25 degrees C if the exposure doesn't exceed 72 hours. 
 
With regard to Varivax, we will consult with Merck to determine the best course of 
action. Please keep freezers closed and do not use Varivax vaccine after power is 
restored. 
 
If the power outage is on-going: 
 
1. Keep all refrigerators and freezers closed.  This will help to conserve the cold mass of 
the vaccines. 
 
2. Continue to monitor temperatures if possible.  Do not open units to check temperatures 
during the power outage.  Instead, record the temperature as soon as possible after the 
power is restored, and the duration of the outage.  This will provide data on the maximum 
temperature and maximum duration of exposures to elevated temperatures. 
 
3. If alternative storage with reliable power sources is available (i.e. hospital with 
generator power), transfer to that facility can be considered. 
 
If transporting vaccine, measure the temperature of the refrigerator(s) and freezer(s) 
when the vaccines are removed. If possible transport the vaccine following proper cold 
chain procedures for storage and handling or try to the record the temperature the vaccine 
is exposed to during transport.  
Do not lay frozen ice packs directly on refrigerated vaccines. 
 **Note: Varicella can only be transported one way without dry ice.** 
 
When power has been restored: 
 
1. Record the temperature in the unit as soon as possible after power has been restored.  
Continue to monitor the temperatures until they reach the normal 2 - 8 degrees Celsius 
range in the refrigerator, or -15 degrees C or less in the freezer.  Be sure to record the 
duration of increased temperature exposure and the maximum temperature observed. 
 
2. Call the New Hampshire Immunization Program at 603-271-4463 for further 
instructions. 
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