SCHOOL HEALTH INSPECTIONS

PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUE:

A School Health Inspection is part of the NH Department of Education’s school approval
process. Children need a clean, healthy and safe environment to learn. Unsanitary conditions in
the schools could lead to public health problems throughout a community.

ROLE OF THE HEALTH OFFICER:

Just as health officers work to ensure the public health of the citizens within their community by
ensuring that the environment is safe, they are also called upon to inspect public and private
schools to determine if these schools provide a safe and sanitary environment for their children
and their staff.

The Department of Education requires the health inspection to be performed by a local health
official, not a school employee. It is the school’s responsibility to submit the completed and
signed health inspection form to the NH Department of Education. Kitchen inspections are not
acceptable substitutes for the school health inspection.

BACKGROUND:

A Health Inspection is required to determine if a_public school is in compliance with NH
Administrative Rule ED 306.07 and a nonpublic school is in compliance with NH Administrative
Rule ED 403.01(c). Health inspections of NH charter schools are covered by NH Administrative
Rule ED 318.07(b)(4). Public schools undergo the school approval process every five years
while most private schools are required to renew their approval status every three years.

In accordance with RSA Chapter 200-12, if the “department of health and human services finds a
school is in any respect a menace, or likely to become a menace, to the health or bodily welfare
of the pupils or teachers, the department shall call the attention of the local board of health to the
facts; and, if after a reasonable length of time the complaint has not been attended to in a
satisfactory way, the department shall either order such changes as will in their judgment make
the building safe and sanitary for school purposes or condemn the same and forbid its further
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use.

The Department of Education Health Inspection Form has three sections.

Part | identifies the school being inspected and the name and contact information of the Health
Officer (HO). Information regarding the form is also on this first page.

Part Il provides brief directions on completing the form. The form primarily is set up as a
checklist; however, Health Officers may include notes on the form or on an attachment. The
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inspection form is the method used to describe the facility on that particular day. A school
inspected on August 1% may look very different from a school inspected on October 1%, We
recommend the Health Officer inspect a school during the school year.

Section I, General Conditions Throughout Building/s, identifies potential hazards which if noted
during the inspection, should be brought to the attention of school administrators. Some of these
hazards may impact younger children more than high school age students while other hazards
impact children of all ages.

Section 1, Water Supply, Septic Systems, Toilet Facilities, asks nine questions to determine if the
water quality, water temperature, and septic systems are appropriately maintained. The NH
Department of Environmental Services (DES) Rules and the International Plumbing Code (IPC)
2006 adopted by the NH Legislature are referenced.

Section 11, Food Preparation and Dining Areas, asks the Health Officers to verify that any food
preparation areas have been appropriately licensed, if necessary.

Section 1V, Animals On or Near the School, asks the Health Officer to view any cage or areas
where animals are kept and determine if the conditions negatively impact the health of students
or staff. New Hampshire does not require school districts to have an animal policy; however,
several school districts do.

Section V, Other, refers to miscellaneous concerns impacting student and staff health. One
question asks if there are “No Smoking™ signs at public schools. Another question asks about
asbestos inspections. Other questions refer to four checklists, which should be completed by
school staff prior to the inspection. Health Officers should review these “self-assessment™
checklists for any reports of hazardous conditions on playgrounds, sports fields, science, art, and
photo labs. Since many private schools have dormitories, a Dormitory Checklist has also been
added to the Health Inspection. It is highly recommended that Health Officers visit each
dormitory even if it takes several visits to finish the inspections.

Part Il is the Approval page. If no deficiencies were noted during the inspection, the
“Approved” option should be checked. If deficiencies were noted which will require some time
or money to remedy, the “Conditional Approval” option should be checked. The Bureau of
School Approval will request a follow-up inspection from the Health Officer or in some cases a
memo from the school administrator indicating the deficiencies were remedied. The school will
remain “Conditionally Approved” until the deficiencies are remedied. If not remedied after three
years, the school’s administrators will be required to report to the State Board of Education the
reasons why the deficiencies have not yet been corrected. Occasionally there may be a situation
where immediate action is necessary to protect students and staff. In this case the “Unapproved”
option should be checked. Copies of the form should immediately be sent to the superintendent
of schools and the Bureau of School Approval at the Department of Education. Some situations
which might lead to an “Unapproved” status are: a sagging or creaking roof or floor, a failed
septic system, or extreme temperatures.
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Part Il also has a section where the Health Officer can list Items Needing Attention
(deficiencies), a Requested Compliance Date, and a Planned Re-Inspection Date. Additional
pages can also be attached.

For more information contact:

Bureau of School Approval and Facility Management
NH Department of Education
101 Pleasant Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301-3860
603-271-4125 or 603-271-3759
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