
RULEMAKING NOTICE FORM 
 
Notice Number 2016-55  Rule Number He-W 658.02, He-W 701.01 

1. Agency Name & Address: 

Dept. of Health and Human Services 

Division of Family Assistance 

129 Pleasant St., Brown Bldg. 

Concord, NH 03301 
 

 

2. RSA Authority: RSA 167:3-c, I 

3. Federal Authority:       

4. Type of Action:       

 Adoption       

 Amendment       

 Repeal       

 Readoption       

 Readoption w/amendment X 

5. Short Title: Expiring Rules Related to Financial Assistance to Needy Families Payment 

Standard and the Definition of Able Bodied Adult Without Dependents in the Food 

Stamp Program   
 

6. (a) Summary of what the rule says and of any proposed amendments: 

The New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services, (Department) is proposing 

to:  

• Readopt with amendments He-W 658.02, as this rule is scheduled to expire July 19, 

2016, but is subject to extension pursuant to RSA 541-A:14-a.  He-W 658.02 describes 

the payment standard used to determine eligibility and monthly benefit amount for 

Financial Assistance To Needy Families (FANF) cash assistance. The Department is 

proposing to remove the reference in He-W 658.02(a) to categorically needy medical 

assistance because with implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), medical 

assistance categories have changed and medical assistance is no longer based upon 

FANF cash assistance eligibility requirements. The remaining proposed amendments 

to He-W 658.02 are editorial in nature.  

 

• Readopt with amendments He-W 701.01 as this rule also is scheduled to expire July 19, 

2016, but is subject to extension pursuant to RSA 541-A:14-a.  He-W 701.01 defines the 

term “able-bodied adult without dependents.”  The proposed amendments to He-W 

701.01 are minor substantive clarifications and editorial in nature.  

6. (b) Brief description of the groups affected:  

Applicants and recipients of FANF cash assistance are affected by He-W 658.02.   

Applicants and recipients of Food Stamp Benefits are described in He-W 701.01. 
 

6. (c) Specific section or sections of state statute or federal statute or regulation which the rule is intended 
to implement: 

Rule RSA/ Federal Citation 

He-W 658.02 RSA 167:3-c, II; RSA 167:7, II and III; 45 CFR 233.20 

He-W 701.01 RSA 161:4-a, IV; 7 CFR 273.24(c); 7 USC 2015(o) 
 



 

 

 

 

7. Contact person for copies and questions including requests to accommodate persons with disabilities: 

Name: Catherine Bernhard Title: Rules Coordinator 

Address: Dept. of Health & Human Services 

Administrative Rules Unit 

129 Pleasant Street 

Concord, NH  03301 

Phone #: 

Fax#: 

E-mail: 

271-9374 

271-5590 

catherine.bernhard@dhhs.state.nh.us 

TTY/TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964 or dial 711 (in NH) 

The proposed rules may be viewed and downloaded at:   

http://www.dhhs.nh.gov/oos/aru/comment.htm 

8. Deadline for submission of materials in writing or, if practicable for the agency, in the electronic format 
specified:   Thursday, May 12, 2016 

Fax E-mail Other format (specify):      
9. Public hearing scheduled for:  

Date and Time: Thursday, May 5, 2016 at 9:30 am 

Place: DHHS, Brown Bldg., Room 288, 129 Pleasant St., Concord, NH 03301 

10. Fiscal Impact Statement (Prepared by Legislative Budget Assistant) 

FIS # 16:054 , dated 04/01/16 

1. Comparison of the costs of the proposed rule(s) to the existing rule(s):   

There is no cost when comparing the proposed rules to the existing rules.  

2. Cite the Federal mandate.  Identify the impact of state funds:   

No federal mandate, no impact on state funds. 

3.  Cost and benefits of the proposed rule(s):  

 
A.  To State general or State special funds: 

      None 

B.  To State citizens and political subdivisions:  

      None 

C.  To Independently owned businesses:  

      None 



11. Statement Relative to Part I, Article 28-a of the N.H. Constitution:  
 

The proposed rules do not create a new program or responsibility, expand or modify an 

existing program or responsibility, or mandate any fees, duties or expenditures on the political 

subdivisions of the state, and therefore do not violate Part I, Article 28-a of the N.H. 

Constitution.  
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Readopt with amendment He-W 658.02, effective 7-19-08 (Document #9208), cited and to read as 

follows: 

 
CHAPTER He-W 600  FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND ELIGIBILITY FOR MEDICAL CARE 
 
PART He-W 658  STANDARD OF NEED 
 
 He-W 658.02  Financial Assistance To Needy Families (FANF) Payment Standard. 
 
 (a)  The payment standard for Financial Assistance To Needy Families (FANF) financial 
assistance and categorically needy medical assistance shall: 
 

(1)  Be based upon the size of the assistance group (AG); and 
 

(2)  Consist of 2 components: 
 

a.  The basic maintenance payment allowance (BMPA); and 
 

b.  Shelter costs, if incurred, up to the maximum subsidized or unsubsidized shelter 
payment allowance described defined in (e) below. 

 
 (b)  The amount of the Financial Assistance To Needy FamiliesFANF  payment standard shall 
vary according to the size of the AG and the shelter costs, if incurred. and size of the assistance group. 
 
 (c)  The monthly BMPA amount for the appropriate assistance group AG size shall be as listed in 
Table 600.10, BMPA, below: 
 

TABLE 600.10, BMPA 
 

Assistance Group (AG) Size BMPA 

  

1 $171 

2 $238 

3 $307 

4 $370 

5 $430 

6 $511 

7 $574 

8 $667 

9 $719 

10 $796 

11 $883 

12 $955 

 
 (d)  For each additional person in an AG size over 12, $67 shall be added to the monthly BMPA 
amount as listed in Table 600.10, BMPA, in (c) above. 
 
 (e)  The shelter payment allowance shall be the actual costs up to a maximum of: 
 

(1)  $293 a month for subsidized shelter; or 
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(2)  $368 a month for unsubsidized shelter. 

 
 (f)  The payment standard for a Financial Assistance To Needy FamiliesFANF assistance 
groupAG shall be: 
 

(1)  If no shelter costs are incurred, Tthe basic maintenance payment allowance BMPA for 
the appropriate groupAG size, if no shelter costs are incurred; or 

 
(2)  If shelter costs are incurred, the sum of: 

 
a.  The basic payment allowance BMPA for the appropriate group AG size; and 

 
b.  Actual shelter costs, up to the maximum subsidized or unsubsidized shelter 
payment allowance indicated defined in (e) above. 

 
 
 
Readopt with amendment He-W 701.01, effective 7-19-08 (Document #9207), cited and to read as 

follows: 
 
CHAPTER He-W 700  FOOD STAMPS 
 
PART He-W 701  DEFINITIONS 
 
 He-W 701.01  "Able bodied adult without dependents (ABAWD)" means an individual who is at 
least age 18 but younger than age 50 who does not have dependents, without dependents, and is subject to 
special work participation requirements in order to receive food stamp benefits. 
 
 
 

APPENDIX 

 

Rule RSA/ Federal Citation 

He-W 658.02 RSA 167:3-c, II; RSA 167:7, II and III; 45 CFR 233.20(a)(2)(i) 

He-W 701.01 RSA 161:4-a, IV; 7 CFR 273.24; 7 USC 2015(o) 

 


