
 

1360 BALLISTIC VESTS 

Chapter: Juvenile Justice Field Services Section: Field Equipment 

 

New Hampshire Division for Children, Youth and Families Policy Manual 

Policy Directive:  15-28 
 

Effective Date: May 2015 
 

Scheduled Review Date:  

Approved: 
  
 

 
Lorraine Bartlett, DCYF Director 

Related Statute(s): RSA 170-G:16 

Related Admin Rule(s):  
Related Federal Regulation(s): 

Related Form(s): FORM 1360, and DHHS 

Incident Report 
Bridges’ Screen(s) and Attachment(s): 

 
The Division is committed to professionalism in its delivery of Juvenile Probation and Parole 

Services and recognizes its responsibility to promote the safety of JPPOs and JPPSs when 

exercising their statutory duties.  This juvenile probation and parole policy is established to 
support this commitment and to establish guidelines for the proper use and care of division-

issued ballistic vests. 
 

Purpose 

This policy establishes a work standard that governs the deployment, proper use, and care of division-

issued ballistic vests by JPPOs and JPPSs while exercising their powers and duties pursuant to RSA 170-
G:16. 

 

Definitions 

“Absconder” means a juvenile probationer or parolee who hides, conceals, or absents him/herself with 
the intent to avoid legal process or authorized control.   

 
“Ballistic Vest” means Division issued ballistic-resistant and stab-resistant body armor that provides 

coverage and protection primarily to the torso. 

 
“DCYF” or the “Division” means the DHHS Division for Children, Youth and Families.   

 
“Escapee” means a youth who has made an unauthorized flight from the Sununu Youth Services Center 

or the Division’s custody to which he/she has been committed by the court. 
 

“JJS” means the Bureau of Field Services’ Juvenile Justice Services within DCYF. 

 
“JPPO” means the Juvenile Probation and Parole Officer employed by DCYF. 

 
“JPPS” means the Juvenile Probation and Parole Supervisor employed by DCYF.  

 

Policy 

I. Only division-issued ballistic vests may be worn by JPPOs and JPPSs.  
 

A. The vests may be worn only while on duty.  

 
B. Off-duty use of the vests is prohibited.   

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XII/170-G/170-G-16.htm
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II. Division-issued ballistic vests remain the property of the Division.  JPPOs and JPPSs leaving the 

employment of the Division or transferring to another position shall return the vest to their 
immediate supervisor or designee.  The supervisor shall deliver the vest to the JJS Training Officer.    

 
III. The JJS Training Officer shall coordinate the fitting of division-issued ballistic vests by the Division’s 

supplier during Core Academy. The Division shall issue ballistic vests to JPPOs and JPPSs after 

graduation from Core Academy.  
 

IV. Initial and annual refresher training shall address the appropriate use, proper fit, storage, 
inspection, and maintenance of division-issued ballistic vests according to the manufacturer’s 

specifications.  
 

A. JPPOs and JPPSs must successfully complete all training requirements and sign an 

acknowledgement of understanding and receipt upon being issued a ballistic vest.  
 

V. Division-issued ballistic vests may be re-issued to another JPPO or JPPS after an inspection by the 
JJS Training Officer has determined that the vest:  

 

A. Remains under the manufacturer’s warrantee;  
 

B. Remains in deployable condition; and 
 

C. Is fitted to the receiving JPPO or JPPS.   
 

VI. JPPOs or JPPSs must promptly report improperly fitting vests to the JJS Training Officer to assess 

and address the issue.   
 

VII. Care, Storage, Damage and Loss/Theft: 
 

A. When not in use, JPPOs and JPPSs shall store their division-issued ballistic vests in a manner 

consistent with manufacturer’s guidelines that safeguards the vest from moisture, damage, 
loss, or theft.  Guidelines are available at the end of this policy. 

 
B. Wet ballistic vests must be dried completely before use.   Fully submerged ballistic vests 

must also be inspected for rips, tears, and other damage before use.   

 
C. JPPOs and JPPSs shall promptly notify their immediate supervisor or designee of any 

damage to, loss or theft of the ballistic vest.    
 

1. Incident Reports: 
 

(a) To report damage of a ballistic vest, damaged in the line of duty, JPPOs or 

JPPSs shall document equipment damage in the DHHS Incident Report.   
 

(b) To report damage, loss or theft of a ballistic vest, for an incident outside the 
line of duty that does not require a DHHS Incident Report, the JPPO or JPPS 

shall complete and submit DCYF Form 1360 “Equipment Inventory and 

Equipment Incident Report” to their immediate supervisor or designee who 
shall review, sign and then submit it to the JJS Training Officer.     

 
2. The JJS Training Officer shall determine if a damaged ballistic vest must be removed 

from use pending repair/replacement.   
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3. The JJS Training Officer shall expedite an order for replacement component(s) if the 
manufacturer’s specifications allow and the component(s) can be replaced.  The JJS 

Training Officer shall ensure any warrantee that might apply is exercised.   
 

(a) A new ballistic vest shall be ordered if the extent of the damage exceeds 

manufacturer’s specifications. 
 

(b) Ballistic vest damage by gunshot or otherwise punctured in the line of duty 
shall be removed from duty and replaced.     

 
4. The JPPO or JPPS may be liable for the replacement or repair costs of the ballistic 

vest if it is determined that the conduct which resulted in the theft, loss or damage 

to the vest was inconsistent with the provisions of this policy.    
 

VIII. Inventory Control: 
 

A. JPPSs shall inventory division-issued ballistic vests during annual JPPO performance 

appraisals and document the inspection on DCYF Form 1360 “Equipment Inventory and 
Equipment Incident Report.”  

 
B. Field Administrators shall inventory division-issued ballistic vests during annual JPPS 

performance appraisals and document the inspection on DCYF Form 1360 “Equipment 
Inventory and Equipment Incident Report.” 

 

C. The JJS Training Officer shall inspect JPPOs’ and JPPSs’ division-issued ballistic vests on an 
annual basis and document the inspection.  

 
D. The JJS Training Officer shall maintain an up-to-date database of all ballistic vests issued to 

JPPOs and JPPSs. 

 
Procedures 

I. JPPOs and JPPSs shall have their division-issued ballistic vests readily available for use at all times 
during work hours. 

 

II. JPPOs and JPPSs are required to wear division-issued ballistic vests when: 
 

A. Entering situations with increased risk of violence such as, but not limited to: planned 
searches, planned custodial actions, absconder/escapee searches, and homes where one or 

more violent offender(s) reside. 
 

1. For situations meeting the above criteria, JPPOs and JPPSs must be accompanied by 

another JPPO, JPPS, or law enforcement officer.   
 

B. Entering high-crime neighborhoods; 
 

C. Entering areas known to be frequented by organized gangs; 

 
D. Entering other dangerous locales; 

 
E. Performing field services in conjunction with law enforcement; 
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F. Entering homes known to contain unsecured weapons and case circumstances present with 

increased risk of violence as determined by the JPPO and JPPS; 
 

G. Performing nighttime compliance and curfew checks;  
 

H. Transporting youth: in custody, on absconder status, or escapee status in a state vehicle; 

and   
 

I. At all other times when, in the judgment of the JPPO and/or JPPS, their designee or 
Administrator, it is determined it must be worn. 

 
III. JPPOs and JPPSs are not required to wear division-issued ballistic vests in the following situations: 

 

A. When transporting a youth to a planned visit, appointment, or admission to a community-
based, residential treatment program unless case specific factors justify the use of ballistic 

vests; 
 

B. During school check-ins and IEP meetings; 

 
C. While at a state office, court, or facility; 

 
D. While visiting youth or attending meetings at a residential program; 

 
E. While visiting colleagues or service providers; or 

 

F. While on planned and scheduled home visits with known youth and families that do not 
have a history of violent offending. 

 

Practice Guidance 

Where can I find ‘Use and Care’ information for division-issued ballistic vests? 
• Information on the use and care, as well as inspecting ballistic vests, can be found on the pages 

attached to this policy. 

 
I have a specific question on when I should wear my division-issued ballistic vest, who 

should I ask? 
• JPPOs and JPPSs should address any questions about when and where to wear ballistic vests to 

their immediate supervisor.  Questions may also be brought to the Juvenile Justice Services’ 

Policy and Practice Workgroup for statewide consideration.   
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