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Thursday noon-time partner call will focus on science, medical, 
and vaccine updates with time for Q&A



Thursday Noon-Time Partner Call Schedule

• We are changing our Thursday noon-time partner calls 
from scheduled/weekly to ad-hoc calls

• We will have calls as needed to discuss priority 
topics/issues – these will be announced through our 
HAN and on our healthcare provider website: 
https://www.covid19.nh.gov/resources/general-provider-
covid-19-resources-and-information

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/resources/general-provider-covid-19-resources-and-information


Agenda

• Epidemiology update 

• HAN Update #44: COVID-19 mRNA vaccine 3rd dose
recommendations for people who are moderately to 
severely immunocompromised

• Federal HHS announcement about booster doses for 
people who received either the Pfizer or Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccines for their primary series

• Questions & Answers (Q&A)

https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/alerts/documents/covid-19-update44.pdf


Epidemiology Update



U.S. National Daily Incidence of COVID-19

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#trends_dailytrendscases



Number of New COVID-19 Cases per Day in NH

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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% of Tests (Antigen and PCR) Positive for COVID-19 
(7-Day Average)

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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Number of People Hospitalized with COVID-19 
Each Day in NH (Hospital Census)

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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Average Number of COVID-19 Deaths per Day in NH 
(Based on Date of Death)

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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Level of Community Transmission in NH

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/dashboard/schools

Statewide



Variant Proportions in the U.S.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions



Variant Proportions in NH, 8/5 – 8/18 (Last 2 Weeks)

• 187 positive specimens were sequenced: 

– Alpha (B.1.1.7): 18 (10%)

– Beta (B.1.351): 0   (0%)

– Gamma (P.1): 5   (3%)

– Delta (B.1.617.2): 71 (38%)



HAN Update #44



Additional COVID-19 Vaccine Doses

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-
us.html#considerations-additional-dose

• The following is important to understand CDC’s 
recommendations about additional vaccine doses: 

• A 3rd dose after an initial 2-dose mRNA vaccine series is 
recommended for people who are moderately–severely 
immunocompromised because immunity from the primary 
series is likely to be insufficient (think of this as an extension 
of the primary series from a 2-dose to a 3-dose series)

• Booster doses are for decreasing immunity over time after 
the initial/primary series, or due to circulating variants that 
cause the vaccines to be less effective



https://www.dhhs.nh.gov/dphs/cdcs/alerts/documents/covid-19-update44.pdf

• August 12th: FDA authorized use of a 3rd dose of the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines for immunocompromised persons
– This authorization did NOT apply to the Janssen vaccine, or to people 

who received the Janssen vaccine as their primary series

• August 13th: CDC/ACIP recommended a 3rd dose of the either 
the Pfizer vaccine (for persons ≥12 years) or Moderna vaccine 
(for persons ≥18 years) after a 2-dose mRNA vaccine series, for 
people who are moderately or severely immunocompromised



Who Is Considered Moderately—Severely 
Immunocompromised?
• Conditions and treatments causing moderate—severe 

immunosuppression include, but are not limited to:
– Active treatment for solid tumor and hematologic malignancies
– Receipt of solid-organ transplant & on immunosuppressive therapy
– Receipt of CAR-T-cell or hematopoietic stem cell transplant
– Moderate or severe primary immunodeficiency disorders
– Advanced or untreated HIV infection
– Active treatment with high-dose corticosteroids, alkylating agents, 

antimetabolites, transplant-related immunosuppressive drugs, cancer 
chemotherapeutic agents, TNF blockers, etc.

• A person’s provider can make a determination about whether 
they can/should get a 3rd dose based on CDC guidance and 
other resources linked in CDC’s guidance

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/covid-19-vaccines-
us.html#considerations-additional-dose



Additional CDC/ACIP Recommendations
• 3rd dose should be the same mRNA vaccine product as the 

primary series

• An alternate mRNA vaccine product can be used if the primary 
series product is not known/available

• 3rd doses should be given at least 28 days after completion of 
primary series (minimum timeframe recommendation)

• Serologic/antibody testing to assess immune response prior to 
a 3rd dose is not recommended

• Patients seeking a 3rd dose outside their medical homes can 
self-attest to their immunocompromising condition



Healthcare Providers Recommendations

• Consider identifying, reaching out, and notifying your 
immunocompromised patients that they are recommended for 
a 3rd dose

• Work with your healthcare organization to get these patients 
vaccinated, or direct them to one of the many vaccination 
opportunities in your local community

• Even after a 3rd dose, immunocompromised persons remain at 
risk from COVID-19, so patients should be counseled to 
continue to take steps to protect themselves



COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Doses



Federal HHS Announcement, August 18th

• Planning on booster doses of Pfizer and Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccines to be administered starting 
September 20th

• This is dependent on FDA vaccine approval/authorization 
allowing for booster doses, and ACIP recommendations

• This does not apply to people who got the Janssen vaccine 
(which started distribution in March 2021)

• For people 18+ years starting 8 months after receiving 
their 2nd dose of the Pfizer or Moderna vaccine

• Initial booster doses will target people who were first 
eligible to be vaccinated in December 2020



HHS Press Conference Explanation

U.S. HHS Press Conference Presentation Slides, 8/18/21

• Text



HHS Press Conference Explanation

U.S. HHS Press Conference Presentation Slides, 8/18/21



HHS Press Conference Explanation

U.S. HHS Press Conference Presentation Slides, 8/18/21



What Do Real-World Vaccine Effectiveness 
Studies Show?

• Three new MMWR publications yesterday showed decreased 
overall vaccine effectiveness over time, but sustained high-
levels of effectiveness at preventing severe disease

• It is unclear if the decrease in VE is due to natural waning of 
antibody response over time, or due to the more infectious 
Delta variant 

• These two important factors are unable to be separated in studies

• Before a brief overview of the new MMWR studies, first a 
review…



Vaccine Effectiveness (VE) Against Delta Variant

* Includes preventing “confirmed infection” and “symptomatic infection”
** Includes preventing hospitalizations and deaths (depending on study)

Country Study Link COVID-19 
Vaccine

VE at 
Preventing 
Infection*

VE at
Preventing 

Severe Illness**

United 
Kingdom

Bernal et al. NEJM; 
Stowe et al. khub

Pfizer-BioNTech 88% 96%

AstraZeneca 67% 92%

Canada Nasreen et al. medRxiv Pfizer-BioNTech 85% --

Scotland Sheikh et al. Lancet
Pfizer-BioNTech 79% --

AstraZeneca 60% --

Israel Press Release Pfizer-BioNTech 64% 93%

Preliminary estimates show that the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine is: 
• ~80% effective at preventing infection from the Delta variant

• 90-95% effective at preventing severe disease, including hospitalizations and 
deaths from COVID-19

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2108891
https://khub.net/web/phe-national/public-library/-/document_library/v2WsRK3ZlEig/view/479607266
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.06.28.21259420v2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)01358-1/fulltext
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/06072021-04


Vaccine Effectiveness (VE) Against Delta Variant

Country Study Link COVID-19 
Vaccine

VE at 
Preventing 
Infection*

VE at
Preventing 

Severe Illness**

United 
Kingdom

Bernal et al. NEJM; 
Stowe et al. khub

Pfizer-BioNTech 88% 96%

AstraZeneca 67% 92%

Canada Nasreen et al. medRxiv Pfizer-BioNTech 85% --

Scotland Sheikh et al. Lancet
Pfizer-BioNTech 79% --

AstraZeneca 60% --

Israel Press Release Pfizer-BioNTech 64% 93%

Qatar Tang et al. medRxiv
Pfizer-BioNTech 54% 90%

Moderna 85% 100%

• Other studies have shown decreasing VE over time temporally 
related to emergence of the Delta variant, but have not directly 
assessed VE against Delta variant

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2108891
https://khub.net/web/phe-national/public-library/-/document_library/v2WsRK3ZlEig/view/479607266
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.06.28.21259420v2
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(21)01358-1/fulltext
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/news/06072021-04
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.08.11.21261885v1


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/WHO-2019-nCoV-vaccine_effectiveness-variants-2021.1



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2536484/



Vaccine Effectiveness (VE) Progression, Utah

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.08.09.21261554v1

• Utah estimated VE from 
all vaccinations from 
January 16 – June 28

• VE declined from 90% in 
mid-May to 83% by the 
end of June

• Delta variant caused 70% 
of all infections in Utah 
by end of June  



https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7034e1.htm?s_cid=mm7034e1_w

• Overall VE against infection decreased from 92% to 80%

• VE against hospitalization was stable from 92% to 95%

• Prevalence of the Delta variant increased from <2% to >80%



https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7034e2.htm?s_cid=mm7034e2_w

• Evaluated hospitalizations from 21 hospitals in 18 states

• VE of mRNA vaccines against COVID-19 related 
hospitalization was stable over a 24 week period

– 2-12 weeks after receipt of dose #2, VE was 86%

– 13-24 weeks after receipt of dose #2, VE was 84%



https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7034e3.htm?s_cid=mm7034e3_w

• Weekly data from CMS-certified SNFs or nursing homes are 
reported into CDC’s National Healthcare Safety Network

• Evaluated VE for mRNA vaccines during three time periods: 
• pre-Delta (March 1 – May 9): 75%
• Intermediate (May 10 – June 20): 68%
• Delta (June 21 – August 1): 53%



Additional Comments on Study
• Main point from this study is that there was a decline in VE 

over the study period, consistent with other studies

• Specific VE estimates from this study are not generalizable: 
LTCF population is high-risk for spread of COVID-19 and had 
extensive testing requirements for aggressive case 
ascertainment (including asymptomatic infection)

• Did not distinguish between asymptomatic vs. symptomatic 
infections

• Reporting on resident vaccination status was voluntary during 
the pre-Delta period, but was required by CMS starting June 6th

– “A bias indicator analysis was conducted, which indicated that VE was 
likely underestimated during the pre-Delta period”



Does the Decreased Vaccine Effectiveness 
Mean Everybody Needs a Booster Dose?

• Federal government is planning for boosters, possibly 
as early as September 20th

• Before this happens, the FDA needs to either fully 
approve/license COVID-19 vaccines or amend the EUA

• Then ACIP will meet and decide how/when to 
recommend booster doses of the vaccine

• Planning and discussion about how to deliver booster 
doses is currently underway



Thursday Noon-Time Partner Call Schedule

• We are changing our Thursday noon-time partner calls 
from scheduled/weekly to ad-hoc calls

• We will have calls as needed to discuss priority 
topics/issues – these will be announced through our 
HAN and on our healthcare provider website: 
https://www.covid19.nh.gov/resources/general-provider-
covid-19-resources-and-information

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/resources/general-provider-covid-19-resources-and-information
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