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The Division for Children, Youth and Families (DCYF) is committed to using Evidence-Based
Practices when aligned with our Practice Model's core beliefs regarding youth safety,
permanency, and well-being. Implementing a scientifically validated and reliable risk assessment
tool for youth adjudicated or otherwise involved in the juvenile justice system is one example of
tailoring interventions and services for youth and families in a family-centered casework model.
Research has shown that communities and other stakeholders benefit too when risk is
methodically assessed, and services are matched to a youth’s and family’s specific needs.

Purpose

This policy provides guidance and instruction to Juvenile Justice staff on the use of the Structured
Assessment of Violence Risk in Youth (SAVRY) for youth ages 12 to 18.

Definitions

“Collateral Contact” means, for the purpose of this policy, a JPPO contact that enables adequate
supervision for youth based on the JPPQO’s professional judgment, SAVRY risk level, and the
youth'’s placement.

“DCYF” or the “Division” means the DHHS Division for Children, Youth and Families.

“DHHS” or the “Department” means the New Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services.

“Face-to-Face Visit” means, for the purpose of this policy, an in person visit by a JPPO that enables
adequate supervision for youth based on the JPPQO’s professional judgment, SAVRY risk level, and
the youth'’s placement.

“JJS” means the Bureau of Field Services’ Juvenile Justice Services within DCYF.

“JPPO” means the Juvenile Probation and Parole Officer employed by DCYF.

“JPPS” means the Juvenile Probation and Parole Supervisor employed by DCYF.

“SAVRY” is an acronym for the “Structured Assessment of Violence Risk in Youth,” a scientifically

validated and reliable, structured professional judgment risk assessment tool in use by juvenile
justice agencies across the United States.



http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XII-169-B.htm
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XII-169-D.htm
http://www.ssa.gov/OP_Home/ssact/title04/0422.htm

Policy

l. Practice Information:

A.

SAVRY documents must be completed according to training provided by the Bureau of
Organizational Learning and Quality Improvement- Organizational Learning Team and
standards detailed in this policy.

1.

JPPOs and JPPSs must successfully complete initial and refresher trainings to
administer and interpret SAVRY results.

JPPOs and JPPSs may be required to successfully complete refresher trainings as
determined through continuous quality improvement efforts.

The SAVRY Summary Score must be used:

1.

To inform case and service delivery planning including dispositional recommendations
to the court.

To determine the supervision level for youth as described further in this policy;

In conjunction with other assessment tools and techniques in determining needs and
services for youth and their family when developing the Community Supervision Plan
(Form 2240CS) or Placement Plan (Form 2240J); and

To evaluate needs and services provided to the youth and/or family.

(a) Services in place before the completion of the SAVRY must be reevaluated
after the administration of the SAVRY.

(b) JPPOs shall make recommendations to the Court for adjustments in services
as needed.

Completing a SAVRY Assessment:

1.

SAVRY documents are completed by the JPPO after conducting an investigation
according to policy and training. This includes gathering information from various
sources including, but not limited to: the youth, the family, schools, law
enforcement, service providers, Bridges, and other sources as applicable.

Raw scores and SAVRY Rating Forms are intended for internal use only.

(a) Best practices indicate that the risk level of a particular youth will be
determined through information obtained through our “internal risk
assessment process;” and

(b) The use of “SAVRY” or the titles of other assessment tools should not be
referenced in non-SAVRY documents intended for external or court release.
See Section VI of this policy for additional guidance in release of SAVRY
documents.

SAVRY item scores consist of "Low,” "Moderate,” or "High" with allowances for
intermediate level ratings as appropriate and consistent with training.
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4, The SAVRY Professional Manual must be used when completing the SAVRY Rating

Form.
5. All risk and protective items must be completed for each SAVRY Rating Form.
6. JPPOs must identify and document critical risk and protective items when present

based on case specific information.

7. JPPOs must identify and document aggregated Priority Need Areas for each SAVRY
Rating Form.

8. SAVRY item scores, including critical items and Priority Need Areas, must be
summarized in the SAVRY Summary Score.

D. One copy of completed SAVRY documents shall be retained in Section Two of the youth's
case file.

E. The SAVRY Rating Form is NOT to be used as an interview tool.

F. The SAVRY Rating Form is NOT to be given to the youth, the family, or anyone else to
complete.

1. Applicability:
A The following case types must have a SAVRY assessment completed for youth ages 12-18:

1. Youth with newly adjudicated delinquency cases placed on conditional release
pursuant to RSA 169-B:19, I(d) or released to the custody of DCYF for placement

pursuant to RSA 169-B:19, I(f);

2. Youth with newly adjudicated CHINS court-involved cases placed on conditional
release pursuant to RSA 169-D:17, I(a) or released to the custody of DCYF for
placement pursuant to RSA 169-D:17, 1(b)(2)(A); and

3. Youth with existing delinquency or court-involved CHINS cases that would have
qualified in 1 or 2 above, who have not previously been assessed with the SAVRY
within the past six months, AND incur new charges or violations as of April 15, 2014.

B. The JPPS after consultation with the JPPO, may approve the use of the SAVRY Assessment
for a youth under the age of 12 or with an alternative disposition identified in RSA 169-B:19,
I or RSA 169-D:17, 1, if the JPPS determines that the circumstances are appropriate.

C. A SAVRY assessment is not required if a case is:

1. Placed on file;
2. Diverted from formal court proceedings;
3. Determined to be administrative; or
4, Voluntary Services for CHINS without court involvement.
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D. Interstate Compact for Juveniles: Youth transferred from New Hampshire through the ICJ
shall not be required to have the SAVRY assessment during the course of the ICJ placement.
JPPOs shall ensure the youth’s SAVRY Risk and Supervision Levels completed prior to the
transfer are included in referral materials to the receiving state.

IIl.  Timeline for Completion of the SAVRY Assessment:

A. Delinquency - For any applicable delinquency case:
1. Without current JJS involvement, the SAVRY must be completed:
(a) In conjunction with a pre-dispositional investigation, if ordered;

(b) Within 30 days of a summary disposition; or
(© When otherwise determined necessary and approved by the JPPS.

2. With existing applicable delinquency case(s), who is subsequently adjudicated on a
new offense or violation of Conditional Release:

(a) The SAVRY assessment must be completed within 30 days of adjudication if
the youth was not previously assessed by the SAVRY within the past six
months.

(b) If the youth was assessed by the SAVRY within the past six months, the
JPPO shall consult with his/her supervisor for approval if the JPPO
recommends reassessing the risk prior to the six months, as identified in
Policy statement IV below.

B. CHINS - For any applicable court-involved (adjudicated) CHINS case, the SAVRY must be

completed:

1. In conjunction with a pre-dispositional investigation, if ordered;

2. Within 30 days of a summary disposition; or

3. When otherwise determined necessary and approved by the JPPS.

IV. Reassessing Risk:

A. Youth assessed by the SAVRY must be reassessed 6 months from the previous
administration of the SAVRY or as recommended by the JPPO and approved by the JPPS.

B. JPPOs shall complete a new SAVRY Rating Form when reassessing risk.
V. Risk and Supervision Levels based on SAVRY Summary Score:
A. Low Risk:
1. Youth assessed as low risk must have one face-to-face visit by the JPPO per month —

one of these visits must be in the youth’s residence every three months.

2. The JPPO must make at least one collateral contact (e.g. parent, school, service
provider, or other) per month.
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B. Moderate Risk:

1. Youth assessed as moderate risk must have two face-to-face visits per month by the
JPPO — one of these visits must be in the youth’s residence.

2. The JPPO must make at least two collateral contacts (e.g. parent, school, service
provider, or other) per month.

C. High Risk:

1. Youth assessed as high risk must have a minimum of one face-to-face visit by the
JPPO each week — one of these visits must be in the youth’s residence per month.

2. The JPPO must make at least four collateral contacts (e.g. parent, school, service
provider, or other) per month.

D. Other provisions include:

1. Youth in out-of-home placement must have at least one face-to-face visit a month
according to best practices, the DCYF Practice Model, and applicable federal
guidelines.

2. The JPPS shall review supervision levels during regular case supervision with the

JPPO for appropriateness or revision, based on current risk levels; such adjustments
to supervision levels on a trial basis based upon a youth’s current risk level does not
require a SAVRY reassessment.

3. The JPPO must justify and document decreased or increased levels of JPPO
supervision according to best practices.

E. In implementing the visitation protocols detailed above, the JPPO must consider the youth’s
risk level in conjunction with the level of supervision in their current placement. Youth
assessed as high risk who are placed out of his or her home in a staff-supervised setting
might not require the weekly face-to-face visits, while the same high risk youth placed in a
relative care setting requires at least weekly face-to-face visits.

VI. Release of SAVRY documents:

A. The publisher of the SAVRY regulates the dissemination of blank and completed SAVRY

documents.
B. A court order is required to release completed SAVRY documents to parties to a case.
C. Under no circumstances shall blank SAVRY documents be released outside of DHHS.
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Practice Guidance

Where do | document youth needs identified by the SAVRY Assessment?

e For youth remaining in the community, needs identified by the SAVRY must be documented in
the “Needs” section of the Community Supervision Plan, Form 2240CS. This includes youth who:
remain in their own homes; move to live with a non-resident parent; are placed in a relative
home; or are placed in a foster home that is not a congregate care setting (group home,
intermediate group home or intensive residential treatment program).

e For youth placed in a Group Home, Intermediate Group Home, or Intensive Residential
Treatment Program, needs identified by the SAVRY must be documented in the Objective/Need
section of the youth'’s Placement Plan, Form 2240J.

Where can | find additional guidance in completing the SAVRY Rating Tool?

e Several resources and coaching opportunities exist. Staff may review the SAVRY Professional
Manual; consult with their Master Trainer, supervisor, or administrator; or contact training staff at
the Bureau of Organization Learning and Quality Improvement. Additional guidance may also be
found in the following PowerPoint presentation, “Considerations for Completing SAVRY Rating
Forms.”
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